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WILLIAM MCLAUGHLIN
 
With the holiday season upon us, I hope 
this letter finds you and your family in 
good spirits with health and happiness. 
 
Recently I have had the opportunity to 
attend all of the Mass Mutual investment 
seminars that were held throughout 

Massachusetts and Maine.  I would like to remind everyone that 
the success of these events are key to their continuation.  
Therefore, your participation and interest are important.  These 
educational seminars are extremely beneficial to the welfare of 
our members and their families. 
 
The Route 128 area work outlook still remains somewhat steady.  
The demand for crane operators is minimal at best.  However, 
site developers and paving contractors continue to employ many 
operating engineers in this area.  At the Leahy Clinic in 
Burlington, A.J. Welch is currently constructing a parking facility 
where they employ several operators.  This is part of an ongoing 
multi-phase project at this hospital site.  A similar project is 
currently underway in Newton at the Newton-Wellesley Hospital. 
 Turner and Northeast Construction Co. are in the process of 
constructing a new parking garage and addition.  Finally 
something positive from the healthcare industry!  The NSTAR, 
Bond Brothers utility project is midway through completion and 
should hopefully provide employment throughout the winter 
months.  Marois Brothers is keeping us busy at the Natick Mall 
expansion project.  They also employ several members at a 
housing development project in Burlington.  A new retail 
shopping plaza in Burlington is well underway where several 
operators are currently employed by J. Derenzo Co.. Several of 
our signatory paving contractors are in the final stages of work 
along the 128 perimeter. 
 
I would like to thank Business Manager Lou Rasetta and staff for 
engineering the very beneficial December 1st wage increase.  The 
allocation of this pay raise is significant in terms of improving 
wages and benefits for our members and their families. 
 
Just a friendly reminder that we are available and accessible at our 
new office in South Boston located at 147 W. Fourth Street.  The 
telephone number is 617-269-1330.  The office hours are as 
follows:  6:30-8:30 a.m. 
 
The following is a schedule of the day and Agent on duty: 
  Monday  Kevin Bennett 

Tuesday  John Panaro 
Wednesday  closed (refer to Medway) 
Thursday  Chris Fogarty 
Friday   Bill McLaughlin 

 
Happy Holidays to all! 

 

JOHN PANARO
 

Brothers and Sisters: 
 

With the winter upon us, work has 
already begun to slow down.  
Contractors are cutting back on their 
work force as the fear of the 
unpredictable winter weather becomes a 
reality. 

 
Cambridge is steady with numerous dirt projects.  Trevi-Icos 
started the slurry work on the Riverside Housing Project.  
Donaldson, Hallamore and A. J. Welch continue to work on the 
North Point Park site where Suffolk is the General Contractor.  
Sterns has the steel erection on the Draper Lab site with J. 
Derenzo doing the site work.  North American Site, Wes 
Construction and Terra Drilling are working on a MIT project 
with R H White as the General Contractor.  Moriaity is the 
General on the Novartis building with J. Derenzo doing the 
excavation work.  Taibbi, Flett, Modern, J. F. White and 
Mattuchio among others are involved in excavation projects in 
and around Cambridge. 
 
Logan Airport is winding down as winter approaches.  Barletta 
has cut their work force in half as they near the final leg of their 
project.  McCourt is still working on the runway project.  
Massport is expected to shut this project down over the winter 
months.  The Central Parking Garage expansion is moving 
forward.  Precast Erectors is working two shifts on the 600-ton 
Demag.  They are trying to set as much precast as they can before 
the ice and cold settles in.  
 
The work projections for 2006 look very good.   There are several 
large excavation projects already slated for the spring of 2006.  
We also have a few high rises and a couple of hotels on the 
books.   
 
Remember you must acquire the 10-hour OSHA certificate as 
that is mandatory on all construction sites in Massachusetts by 
July of 2006.  The winter months are a great time to enroll in a 
class at the training center and that will help increase your work 
opportunities. 
 
As another year comes to an end, I want to thank all the members 
for their support and help.  It is your operating skills and the 
professional attitude that you bring to work every day that make it 
all work.  
 

It is a pleasure to be part of Business Manager Louis Rasetta staff. 
Lou=s work ethic, accessibility and counsel have made my job as 
Business Agent a success. 
 

I wish everyone and their family a safe and Happy Holiday 
Season. 
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CHRIS FOGARTY 
 
Happy Holidays! I hope everyone had a 
good Thanksgiving and are looking 
toward a happy, healthy and prosperous 
Christmas season. As the New Year lies 
ahead of us we remain very optimistic 
about the work opportunities in the 
future. The demands for our qualified 

help was robust this past year and indications of the work 
continuing seem promising.  
 
The fall and early winter months for the equipment industry was 
for some the best we have seen in a few years. With competition 
so keen it is a good sign to see so many companies moving in a 
positive direction. Old equipment is being auctioned off and new 
equipment is starting to creep back into the rental fleets. Because 
of such close ties to construction, the shops have always been a 
very good indicator of how the construction economy is moving 
and the work ahead. 
 
The Concrete Pump Industry Addendum is coming up on its 
fourth year since its inception. It was created to address a large 
portion of the pump industry work for our members. The time 
has come to revisit the Addendum and fine tune it for these hard 
working members. 
 
The Field Engineers second meeting, at the training center in 
Canton, was productive and it produced a consensus amongst the 
members of a need for certification. The first steps would be a 
preview type of study and testing to get a feel for where we are as 
a collective group and where we need to go to pass a certification 
exam. With certification the opportunities for 4E members could 
be increased. I would like to thank those who attended the 
meeting and look forward to more of your input. 
 
In closing, I am encouraged by continuing enthusiasm of the 
membership at the meetings.   A lot of positive changes have 
happened in one years time and the future looks bright. The spirit 
of the Operating Engineers is alive and well!  
 
I again wish you all the best in the coming New Year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Pictured above are the fifty-year members who attended the body 
meeting on November 16th at Florian Hall in Dorchester.              

 
ROD GILLESPIE
 
Work around the state of Maine this Fall 
has been slow to say the least. With all 
the wet weather this past Spring and late 
Fall the paving crews of Lane 
Construction were pushed late this year 
and are still trying to finish up work 
before the snow and cold shuts them 
down for another season. 

 
The last two Operating Engineers were laid off on November 30th 
bringing an end to the Maine Yankee decommissioning project in 
Wiscassett which started in the fall of 1998. My thank's go out to 
all those Operating Engineers who worked on this project, as well 
as, to Stone & Webster and Manafort Bros. for running a great job.  
 
I am sure most of you have been following the LNG project 
proposals in downeast Maine. It is too early for any predictions on 
the out come.  The decision which will ultimately be determined 
by the federal government on which one, if any, get built.  
Washington county and the state of Maine certainly could use 
some real economic development for a change.  Given the fact 
that Canada has two LNG projects under way;   the Maritimes & 
Northeast Pipeline Co. is moving ahead with plans to expand their 
gas line capacity.  The plan calls for 147 miles of 36" pipe looping 
along side the existing 24" line and the addition of new 
compressor stations to be located in Brewer, Searsmont, 
Westbrook, Eliot, Maine and in Methuen, Massachusetts.  Another 
one on Woodchopping Ridge, which is on the Stud Mill Road half 
way between Old Town and Baileyville, Maine.  They will also up 
grade the two stations in Baileyville and Richmond, Maine. The 
plan, as its stands today, is to start in the spring of 2007 with some 
pipeline work and construction of three stations.  Then do the 
balance of the pipe and compressor stations in 2008.   
 
At some point after the first of the year, the Local 4 training center 
has agreed to come to Maine and conduct a OSHA 10-hour safety 
course.  This certification will be required by law on all 
construction projects in Massachusetts beginning July 1, 2006.  
The Building Trades in Maine and the state of New Hampshire 
have an identical bill before the legislature which is coming back 
up this winter.   If you are interested in taking this course, please 
call the Clinton office as soon as possible so I can get an accurate 
head count for the instructor. 
 
In closing, I want to wish everyone the best over the holidays and 
have a very Merry Christmas.  
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